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In a time when public education comes under the knife on a regular basis as the state continually 

attempts to balance its budget, there is definitely a bright spot about to become reality in Lake 

Havasu City. Last week, the Arizona Board of Regents unanimously set in motion the reality of 

ASU at Havasu. 

The lease agreement with the Lake Havasu Unified School District was approved and 

rennovation of the closed Daytona Middle School could begin as soon as next month. 

 

Described as a true act of "innovativeness" by the board's vice chair, the four-year university will 

begin student recruitment with plans to be ready for classes in the fall of 2012. 

 

With one last seal of approval by the Lake Havasu City City Council, expected also to be 

unanimous this week, that's good news for this community. 

 

The regents described the project as unique and one-of-a-kind in Arizona. 

 

The Foundation for Higher Education was charged with raising $2 million, and with the 

generous donation of a local couple, reached that goal in six months. ASU President Michael 

Crow told the board there was a "fantastic energy" in Lake Havasu and we would agree. 

 

This project has been in the works for many years and the forward progress and brining it to 

fruition is a testament to the dedication of the foundation and all who have helped make this 

happen. 

 

Before one student walks onto the ASU at Havasu campus, it is a success for the community. 

There will be those employed to complete the rennovations to Daytona, making is sutable for 

college-level learning. There will be staff and faculty who will populate the community full-

time. The economic impact should be stimulated in all facets from building material to retail to 

hospitality. 

 

It is truly a win-win for Lake Havasu City. 

 

The university also will make possible the prospect of reasonably priced higher education for 

students from the local community, the state and the country. And what better backdrop than the 

beauty of Lake Havasu. 

 

There will be busy days ahead for all those involved to make the campus ready for students, and 

it will be an exciting time as Lake Havasu welcomes those first students in a little less than one 

year. 

 



Hats off to all who worked tirelessly on this singular important project. Brining it home to Lake 

Havasu is a tremendous achievement and one that will forever change the complexion of the 

community. 

 

We say bring it on! 

 

— Today's News-Herald 
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