
HAV-ASU: Officials Say Benefits Go County-Wide 

By Brian Wedemeyer — Independent Managing 

Editor 
– Lake Havasu City is still buzzing about last week’s announcement – described by one official 

as the biggest thing to happen to this community since the London Bridge. 

However, Dr. Bill Ullery, a leader of this effort since the late 1990s, suggests that the plan to 

bring an Arizona State University campus to Lake Havasu City is even greater news for all of 

Mohave County. 

Ullery referred to a 2009 study by a private firm that analyzed the economic impact of 

construction, operation and student spending on the city, county, and state. 

“The potential impact on Mohave County is huge,” Ullery said. “It could be two, three, even four 

times higher than the City.” 

When a standard multiplier is used, Ullery said, the total economic impact of an “ASU-Lake 

Havasu” campus with 1,000 undergraduate students is roughly $54 million for Mohave County. 

In addition, a Mohave County resident who lives at home while attending classes in Lake Havasu 

City will save about $10,000 a year on housing and tuition costs, Ullery said. 

“When you extrapolate that to 100 students, that’s a million dollars for county residents,” he 

added. “And when you can save a family $10,000 on a Pac-10 education, it can mean a lot more 

kids going to college.” 

For those with doubts about the number of students that will attend the new campus, Ullery 

points to a recent market demand survey by ASU, which counted 4,000-plus residents in Lake 

Havasu City – as well as Bullhead City, Kingman and Parker – who were interested. 

“The number was so large, they were wondering if they had a problem with the methodology,” 

he said. “They weren’t sure they could believe the response.” 

However, as the buzz grows, Ullery prefers to contain his excitement. 

“All that comes to mind for me is the work that still has to be done, what we have to do to get 

organized, and where we go with the next step,” Ullery said. “This is no slam dunk. Until we 

have customers coming in the door and spending money, we don’t have success. 

“But I wouldn’t be going in this direction if I didn’t think it was going to happen.” 

Economic development leaders far beyond Lake Havasu City embraced the news that ASU 

intends to establish a branch campus in Lake Havasu. 

“My opinion is that it’s awesome for ASU to have a campus in Mohave County,” said Lisa 

McCabe, President and CEO of the Bullhead Regional Economic Development Authority. In 

addition to the obvious cultural, education, and economic benefits, McCabe said the arrival of 

ASU represents additional opportunity or local workforce development. 
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Kingman Airport Authority Economic Developer Bob Riley said that the University establishing 

a presence is another indicator of the vitality of the region. He said efforts to attract and retain 

business might be bolstered by ASU’s confidence in the market. 

Riley believes ASU will benefit as well. 

“It makes good sense for them and it makes good business sense for all of us—ASU, U of A, 

NAU—all of the universities need to expand,” Riley said. “You expand or you die. That’s 

business. The fact of the matter is that this is a good match and I think it bodes well for our 

county.” 

Let the Fundraising Begin 

The Sun Devils aren’t coming here for free. The plan to open the school for the fall semester of 

2012 depends upon the community’s ability to raise $2 million. 

Steve Greeley, current president of the Havasu Foundation for Higher Education, said that 

money would be used to renovate former Daytona Middle School, which was closed last year 

due to budget cuts. 

Greeley, who had two emails this week from unemployed professors interested in applying, 

chuckled at suggestions by some residents that the Lake Havasu City should have little problem 

trying to raise the cash. 

“Two million bucks is a lot of money … and it can’t happen overnight,” Greeley said. “But the 

foundation has had a good plan for a number of years, it is extremely transparent, and everybody 

knows the ASU name.” 

Greeley said the non-profit group, which was established in 2004, likely will hire a professional 

organization to help secure the funds needed – similar to a successful effort several years ago to 

raise money for an industrial park near the municipal airport. 

“We don’t have to just look locally,” he said. “We’ll be approaching ASU alumni throughout 

Arizona who see this as not only a positive for our area, but the entire state.” 

Main Street Momentum 

For several years, Greeley also has been involved in efforts to revitalize Lake Havasu City’s 

uptown area, which now has the prospect of welcoming a university to its neighborhood. 

“There has been some great momentum in the Main Street area in recent years,” he said. “But 

this is something that can serve as the anchor. It’s not just blue skies. It’s something people can 

rely on. It would bring traffic to that area that nobody has ever seen before. 

“I will not be surprised to see some of those property owners near the site look to expand or 

maybe refurbish as this moves closer.” 

Ed Vaughn manages America’s Best Value Inn, a rock’s throw from the proposed campus site. 

“It would be a shame if that property went to waste,” he said. “But just like everything else, a lot 

depends on money.” 

Vaughn did not rule out the possibility of transforming the motel rooms into college dorms at 

some point. 

“They’re going to need those,” he said.  

Branching Out 

Although a little more subdued, there is also some buzz around ASU’s administrative offices in 

Tempe. For years, the university has been interested in reaching out to other parts of Arizona, 

said Richard Stanley, ASU Vice President and University Planner. 



“There is a quite a bit of enthusiasm about extending ASU education to places other than the 

Phoenix metropolitan area,” he said. “We’ve had interest in doing this for a long time, and this 

will be the first positive step towards that accomplishment.” 

Stanley described Lake Havasu City is the first to commit to a partnership in which a community 

pays for the initial cost of a facility, with ASU handling the operating costs. 

“We wanted to fund communities that would put a sufficient value on having an ASU program in 

their community,” he said. “It was also important whether or not they are really prepared to 

become partners with us.” 

Stanley, who has visited the site, said the renovation project that has been discussed is not all that 

complex. 

“It’s mostly a matter of sprucing up the facility, including the existing building and the grounds,” 

he said. “We have to convert those rooms that were originally designed for a middle school into 

real university classrooms. In some cases they need to be smaller, in some cases bigger, and 

we’ll need different kinds of technology. 

Stanley projected roughly 150 to 200 residential students in the first semester, consisting mostly 

of academic freshman with some upper-level transfers. 

“If more students want to come, that’s terrific,” he said. “This is a new experience for us, too.” 

“We will look up and down throughout the state, especially along the Colorado River,” he said. 

“But we’re also going to look across the Colorado River into California. “ 

A list of undergraduate programs also is not set in stone, but Stanley said there are many 

possibilities, such as business communications and elementary education. He suggested a 

biology program in which students could take advantage of studying the Colorado River’s large 

ecosystem. 

“I’m sure we’ll offer a broad variety of degrees to appeal to different interests,” Stanley said. 

Stanley added that he is aware that Lake Havasu City is one of the nation’s largest Spring Break 

destinations, but it was never a topic of discussion. 

“That’s not really an important element of this,” he said. “I’m sure Spring Break is a wonderful 

thing for that community. But that’s not what drives us here at ASU.” 
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ASU Opportunity Can’t Be Missed 

This is an opportunity Lake Havasu City – and Mohave County for that matter – simply can’t 

afford to let slip away. 

In a move that would be welcomed with open arms by hundreds of similar sized towns across the 

country, a major university has agreed to build a campus in Lake Havasu City. 

The potential benefits of an “ASU-Lake Havasu” are numerous and could reach well beyond city 

limits. 

Supporters of the project estimate such a facility, with a student body of just 1,000 students, 

would directly and indirectly pump a total of $54 million per year into the county’s economy. 

It has already been documented that college towns in America have weathered the recession 
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storm better than most. Lake Havasu City’s economy, which took a major hit to its two biggest 

contributors—tourism and construction—has a chance to stay afloat and maybe even sail into the 

next century. Mohave County, with an unemployment rate hovering above 10 percent, also has a 

chance to flourish. 

But, as they say, nothing in life is free. A price tag of at least $2 million has been identified in 

order to transform a former middle school into a university campus that will attract new students. 

ASU has agreed to pick up the operating costs. 

We can certainly appreciate the need to conserve, cut costs, and spend money wisely. However, 

there has arguably been no greater investment opportunity for Lake Havasu City. Area business 

and civic leaders need to be actively involved and work together to make this happen. 

And parents should start talking to their kids about the benefits of staying home for their college 

experience. 
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