
New university-related nonprofit started  

By JACKIE LEATHERMAN 
Today's News-Herald 
Published Tuesday, May 22, 2012 10:12 PM MST 

Bill Ullery’s at it again. 

The local home builder first started to hear about needs for a university in Lake Havasu City in 

2000, while he served on the local economic development board. 

 

He then became one of the original co-founders of the Havasu Foundation for Higher Education 

in 2004, a nonprofit charged with securing a four-year college within the city. Which the HFHE 

did in 2011 with the official agreements signed with Arizona State University. Ullery served as 

the volunteer executive director for the HFHE up until the beginning of April, when he retired. 

 

Even though there’s still about three months before Arizona State University opens its Lake 

Havasu City campus doors — Ullery has already started another nonprofit and is looking further 

into the university’s future. 

 

“Presently the Foundation is working really hard on scholarship fundraising,” he said. “There are 

still buildings (on the renovated campus) that need attention. When we start looking six, eight, 10 

years out, I’m a hard-core, visionary planner and there’s work involved in doing that kind of 

thing. You have to do a tremendous amount of research.” 

 

So that’s what Ullery’s going to do — again. 

 

He started Havasu’s Economic Vision Inc., for “university-related development,” according to 

the nonprofit’s Articles of Incorporation. 

 

Ullery said he will research throughout the summer what the nonprofit’s vision, mission and 

goals will be. 

 

“My instincts are always to build an organization to pull people together to do work, to do 

research,” he said. “My guess is I have three, four, five months of research through the summer 

to be able to articulate a vision. I think HFHE, where it’s at right now with a focus of getting a 

campus up, that’s probably what they need to do. But someone needs to kind of step back from 

that and take another look at the bigger picture. I’m thinking my brain is wired for five, seven, 10 

years (into the future) and I can’t get off that. That focus of getting a campus opened, getting 

students in seats, getting scholarships, that doesn’t leave you much room to set back and look at 

a little bit different picture.” 

 

Ullery brought up how community residents — including former city council members – thought 

he was “crazy” when they started the HFHE to get a university. 

 

But HFHE got one after nearly seven years of work. 



 

Ullery said much of his research will focus on the economic impact of university campuses on 

communities. 

 

“They have quite an impact on the town’s economy,” he said. “They bring friends. They bring 

family. They bring new money. It’s a very important concept.” 

 

ASU’s Spokeswoman Terri Shafer said the university doesn’t comment on new nonprofits 

starting to support the university. 

 

Several community members close to the ASU project said, too, it was hard to comment on 

Ullery’s vision until it’s defined. 

 

“Whatever Bill does is really his concern and his business,” said HFHE board member and co-

founder Floyd Hamilton. “Our concern is with the Foundation and the success of it and the 

success of ASU. We’ve changed our mission from acquiring a university to supporting the 

university that we acquired. That’s really what our mission states, is supporting ASU. When it’s 

successful, it will be a huge economic driver in Lake Havasu City. If Bill wants to look further 

down the road, that’s fine, but I think our immediate concern is the immediate success of ASU.” 

 

HFHE board member Jo Navaretta said HFHE has an “ongoing relationship with ASU.” 

 

“We’ve committed to them, basically, that we will continue to support them and whatever their 

endeavors are in this community into the future and they are happy with that. Whatever else is 

happening out there, really, I guess, is between ASU and whoever the other entity is.” 

 

Lake Havasu City Mayor Mark Nexsen said, also, it’s hard to comment on specifics until they 

are known. He said he hadn’t spoken to Ullery about his idea. 

 

“Anytime you want to look 10 to 20 years out, it’s a good thing,” he said. “Where do we want to 

be when we grow up? I think that needs to be in conjunction with ASU itself for they are the 

ones responsible for such planning. It’s really (ASU’s) goals, not ours.” 

 

Nexsen said if Ullery’s nonprofit is related directly to university expansion, it should be done 

under the direction of ASU, and if it’s in relation to economic development, the local economic 

development organization should also be involved. 

 

“Long-term planning is always good,” Nexsen said. “You can’t go wrong by doing some long-

term planning.” 

 

Ullery said his guess is ASU officials are currently focused on a successful start. 

 

“I can’t imagine that (an ASU official) has a lot of time thinking six, eight 10 years down the 

road, but I know I do. I got time,” he said. 

 



You may contact the reporter at jleatherman@havasunews.com  

 

http://www.havasunews.com/articles/2012/05/23/news/doc4fbc71a0e1891742720959.txt 

 

mailto:jleatherman@havasunews.com
http://www.havasunews.com/articles/2012/05/23/news/doc4fbc71a0e1891742720959.txt

