
Thom, 

  

The following is my proposed AMENDED Guest Editorial. Please do not hesitate to 

contact me should you have any questions or desire to discuss this. In the morning, 

after 8:15 AM,  I will be out of office Thank you.  Richard.  (928) 692-4771--you can 

call as early as you want.  Cell: (928) 279-4771--used when I am out of office. 
  

The Citizens of Mohave County will face important and impacting 

decisions with regards to the Supervisors’ races in the three County 

Districts, in the September 7, 2004 primary election.  Whether by 

early ballot or at the polls, Republicans who vote, together with 

independents who choose to vote in the Republican primary,  will 

have an important voice in the future integrity of this County.   

 

One only need look at the many apparent and continuing violations 

of law that have occurred in County government by the two to one 

vote of incumbent Pete Byers, Supervisor for District 1, and Tom 

Sockwell, Supervisor for District 2, with the lone dissenting vote 

of Buster Johnson, Supervisor for District 3, to realize how 

important it is that there be a change in the Supervisors for District 

1 and District 2.  Byers and Sockwell, with County Manager Ron 

Walker, have caused this Board to repeatedly violate Arizona’s 

Open Meeting Law requirements, to violate the Arizona statutory 

requirements for leasing County property, to violate the 

requirements for forming a Municipal Property Corporation, and to 

participate in what one may consider to be Arizona and Federal 

Securities law violations.  While these apparent violations of law 

have occurred over the past year, in conjunction with the fixation 

on placing a new County administrative building at I-40 and 93,  

needlessly squandering millions of taxpayer dollars.  If one looks 

carefully, one can determine that such cavalier attitudes of being 

above the law and actual or attempted violations have been 

ongoing. Remember the illegal and secretative effort of Byers and 

Walker to give Walker an illegal contract extension past this 

Board’s term, which if it had occurred, would again have been 

illegal and either paid or unraveled  at the taxpayers’ expense!     



 

The County Attorney has recently acknowledged the apparent 

Open Meeting Law violations, which make all such Board actions 

null and void. But rather than starting over and doing things in a 

proper manner, the Board (again 2-1) at its July 19, 2004 meeting, 

voted to ratify its past errors.  Such action is as a matter of law, 

untimely—past the required 30 day deadline—and thus void.  

Furthermore, ratification does not and cannot correct illegal and 

void actions. The County Property Corporation which for County 

business could only have been formed by the County, and was not,  

and which was set up with “perpetual directors” -- can never be 

made legal, even if ratified.  The illegal acts of this Board (2-1) to 

lease County property which apparently was not even defined with 

a legal description, and otherwise done in violation of laws 

including ARS Sec.11-256, is void from its inception, and can not 

be corrected with ratification. Falsifying the statements of the 

County’s certificates' offering, signed by Byers, can not be 

corrected by these acts.  And did you know that the County 

apparently paid on the front end, $700, 000 of taxpayer dollars and 

will pay millions more in interest, for a proposed opulent building 

which if built, could have been paid for in cash available by the 

unanimous vote of the prior Board? 

 

Furthermore, in a recent press conference, Walker admitted that 

the processes for selecting Opus for the Administrative building 

project, was secretative and even kept even from the Board 

Members in their official capacities.  This Board—excluding 

Supervisor Johnson—allowed such to occur, in obvious breach of 

their fiduciary duties and responsibilities.  Also, Walker, with 

Byers and Sockwell’s approval, continues to represent that design-

build is less expensive and removes the risk of building from the 

County.  Based upon historic evidence, and by reading contract 

documents, one can readily determine that such representations of 

Walker are false! Read the documents, and one will find that the 

County is entirely at risk for the “unknown” and even what should 



be known if proper preliminary planning and work occurs. An 

allegedly fixed price for a building not yet designed, and subject to 

change orders, will almost with certainty, cost the County 

taxpayers millions more than a building built in a traditional 

manner.  

 

And whatever happened to Pinnacle One with whom the County 

contracted for close to half a million dollars, again at taxpayer 

expense?  

 

Do you remember that while running on the platform of “no new 

taxes” Byers knew he would push for tax increases if elected.  

When elected, Byers,  together with Walker and  Sockwell  acted 

to immediately push for an unrestricted sales tax increase but were 

stopped only because the vote had to be unanimous, and 

Supervisor Johnson said "no." Byers and Sockwell  would have 

also raised property taxes had Johnson gone along with it.  

Claiming the County was broke and virtually bankrupt, Byers and 

Sockwell went to the State Legislature to seek new legislation 

to allow the two of them to pass an increased unrestricted sales tax, 

without any provision for voter approval. This hue and cry of dire 

financial conditions for the County came shortly after the County 

had received an improved bond rating under the prior Board. When 

the tax increases failed, thanks to the efforts of District 3 

Supervisor Johnson, Walker suddenly “found” great sums of 

County money, and Walker and Byers and Sockwell granted the 

largest of raises for Walker, again at the expense of the County 

taxpayers. The money was not lost and found. It was always there, 

and what occurred evidences, in my opinion, that the taxpayers 

were lied to. 

 

And did you know that on the vote of the same two Supervisors 

(Districts 1 & 2) County equipment, owned outright was sold for 

cents on the dollar, so that the County could lease equipment, 

which in the long run will be a greater expense to the taxpayers? 



 

And did you know that by the same 2-1 vote, the current Board has 

refused to apply the minimum building codes, County wide, to 

provide minimum safety standards to protect unsuspecting 

homebuyers, and to assist in protecting the important home 

investment of those who care, from non-conforming and possibly 

unsafe buildings which deteriorate neighborhoods.  This County 

needs real and continuing programs for controlling and correcting 

the trash which is being dumped throughout the County.  This 

County needs better utilization of its funds to provide Sheriff’s 

substations, and pay for law enforcement personnel which will 

allow this County to no longer be only a training ground for new 

officers who go elsewhere for higher paying jobs, and which 

leaves this County with positions unfilled and citizens in 

unincorporated areas unprotected for extended periods.  

 

Those attempting to develop and build in this County, often find 

the process difficult and cumbersome.  With a single point of 

contact, together with fair and even-handed written policies, this 

County can have a fair and uniform process for development in its 

unincorporated areas, which encourage and enhance positive 

controlled development with recreational benefits. New 

Supervisors in Districts 1 and 2 can help the County move in such 

direction. 

 

Although the County Transportation Commission in 

2000, unanimously recommended that the County’s citizens be 

allowed to vote on whether they wanted to adopt a program for 

hard surfacing miles of County collector roads, to control dust and 

reduce the health hazards therefrom, which proposed program was 

scheduled for a vote of the people in 2001, nonetheless, as one of 

their early acts, this Board upon the motion of Byers, stopped the 

voters of this County from having the opportunity to vote to obtain 

better roads and cleaner air!   

 



The County's public records are not readily provided to those 

making requests, again in apparent violation of State law.  Budget 

information is now summary in nature, and not provided in a line 

item manner, either to the Supervisors who are responsible to 

oversee such processes, or to the public who is entitled to know. 

Again, this has been allowed on the same 2-1 vote of the Board. 

 

Also by the same 2-1 vote of this Board, the County’s SARA Park 

in District 3 is being lost to the County as a regional County Park.  

After spending millions of taxpayer dollars to obtain rights to the 

Mohave Wash Channel, and to reduce the flooding for some areas, 

the County refuses to accept major wash channels, other drainage 

areas and trail easements for recreational purposes.  The County 

has no full fledged grant writer to obtain funds for enhanced 

recreational development, and to preserve and expand the public’s 

continuing use of recreational areas.  Businesses looking to 

relocate, weigh heavily the recreational lifestyle features of the 

County being considered. 

 

Remember that the same two Supervisors of District 1 and 2 killed 

the County’s participation in economic development upon taking 

office, and in response to this being a significant campaign issue, 

created a ruse of the County government acting in that role.  

Recently, by their actions, and in an apparent vendetta against 

Supervisor Johnson, it appears that Byers and Sockwell sent over 

160 good paying jobs to Nevada, being created by a responsible 

business ready to locate at the I-40 Industrial Park. Of course, this 

County lost not only the jobs, but also the related economic 

benefits which would have come through new construction, real 

estate sales, additional HURF monies for road improvements, and 

additional tax monies for other County benefits.  Economic 

development, new businesses, industry and tourist dollars are our 

best assurance that jobs are available, all County markets prosper, 

and our tax rates are not increased.  Only Supervisor Johnson has 



acted with a real effort to improve economic development in 

Mohave County. 

 

In my opinion, the current County government has been neither 

open nor honest with people, which violates fundamental 

constitutional protections. The incumbent supervisor for Districts 1 

and 2 have been part of the illegal acts of this Board, and 

responsible for this Board’s squandering millions of dollars of 

County resources. The incumbent for District 1 says he has done a 

good job and is proud of his record. If voters were aware of what 

was happening, they would be compelled to vote in the Republican 

primary in overwhelming numbers for Jim Jones in District 2, for 

me, Richard Basinger in District 1 and in District 3 would retain its 

current Supervisor, Buster Johnson, who has been the lone 

dissenter standing against the outrageous and often apparent illegal 

acts which have been occurring, and who the District 1 and 2 

incumbents with the County Manger have in response attempted to 

vilify. 

 

Richard Basinger 

Republican Candidate for  County Supervisor, District 1 

  

 

 


