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COUNTY BUILDINGS CONTROVERSY 

By Dr. Bill Ullery 
 

The news reports on 1-28-04 on the new 130,000-square-foot county administrative 
facility should be cause for considerable concern for LHC taxpayers. John Timko, 
county finance director, in previous news article (as reported by News-Herald Dave 
Hawkins), estimated the cost to be in the 15-to-20-million dollar range. As a 
contractor, I'm betting it will be higher. And Timko's estimates excluded the cost of 
equipping and furnishing the facility. We have asked for those figures and the request 
was denied. We've been told by insiders that the new building includes impressive 
offices for the county manager and the finance director. 
 
On 11-14-03, the county reported on the 5,000-square-foot building that would nearly 
double the size of the Bullhead City Courthouse. The county budgeted $685,000 for 
that project. There are likely other costs yet to be revealed. This seems appropriate 
only if the county plans a comparable facility in LHC as a strategy of decentralization 
of administration and services to the population centers of the county. Unbelievable 
the amount of LHC court business being done in Kingman. We've also received 
several emails from angry locals who strongly object to being forced to travel to 
Kingman for jury duty. One respondent wrote, "It's demeaning to have to go to 
Kingman for jury duty under threat of contempt of court. Those people never have to 
come to LHC for such duty. And, up there, it's mostly cases dealing with Kingman 
trailer trash." 
 
The new sheriff's facility in downtown Kingman was finished and dedicated 12-12-03. 
It's what sheriff Tom Sheahan described as, "It's like Disneyworld. It's fantastic, just 
fantastic." The problem for LHC residents is what this "Disneyworld" class structure 
provides to our town in services and effective administration. One prominent local 
resident and former city council member, Conrad Blevins, early in the planning 
process for that new facility, strongly suggested to sheriff Sheahan that centralizing 
administration in Kingman was the wrong way to go. Blevins advocated a smaller 
headquarters building in downtown Kingman with new sub-stations in Bullhead City 
and LHC. This is the strategy that would best serve the two larger population centers. 
 
We have a strong conviction that this headlong rush to centralize county government 
in downtown Kingman boarders on corruption and collusion. The R/UDAT report lays 
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out the plan very clearly. Essentially, the objective was that of economic development 
and downtown renewal for Kingman and jobs for Kingman residents. A copy of that 
report has been deposited in the library in K-Mart Center. Copies have also been 
distributed to the local media. A review is posted on our web site,  
www.lakehavasucounty.com   The new 130,000-square-foot administrative facility is 
a key piece of that master plan. Obviously, they are making progress toward such 
goals. In a press release 12-13-03 on the new Sheriff’s facility, in reference to the 
support of district 2 supervisor Tom Sockwell, the Kingman area district 1 supervisor 
Pete Byers commented publicly, “And you really owe him (Sockwell) a debt of 
gratification for the people that live in Kingman.”  
 
Mohave County is the fifth largest county in the entire USA. And yet, we see a 
management philosophy of highly centralized government in downtown Kingman, the 
smallest of the three population centers. And, that strategy is largely political with the 
plan spelled out very clearly in the R/UDAT report. Evolving a county government 
designed to place staff and governmental services in the two major population 
centers is contrary to the economic development and downtown renewal objectives 
of financial and political power brokers in Kingman. Clearly, that strategy has been 
supported by the Bullhead City (district 2) county supervisor. In politics, there's 
always a "payback." So, the real question has to do with the quid pro quo in all these 
deals. It smacks of collusion and corruption. Thus, the folks in LHC have reason to 
be skeptical, angry and looking for change. As LHC grows, this conflict will be 
exponentially magnified. 
 
An OPINION page editorial in the 10-5-03 News-Herald headlined, "County build 
'plan' lacks direction". The editor noted, "This appears to be yet another example of 
county tax dollars always seeming to find their way to the Kingman or Bullhead City 
areas, while Lake Havasu City--which makes up close to one-third of the county's 
population--seems to always be at the bottom of the priority list." 
 
So, if we can't stop all this county activity in the Kingman downtown renewal effort, 
how do we ever get our tax money back, fair and square? 
 
One option is the document now on our web site; "PROPOSITION xxx, THE 
FORMATION OF LAKE HAVASU COUNTY ACT."   
http://www.lakehavasucounty.com/reports/prop_xxx.htm   It's a voter initiative petition 
designed to fix a number of problems with this miserable relationship with Mohave 
County. Note the yellow highlighted sections for a quick overview of key points. It's 
also on our web site. Also on the site are two other reports on voter initiative options. 
 
This is serious, serious business! 
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