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County funding is feeding Kingman 
Editor: 

 Your editorial about Mohave County cutting services in Lake Havasu City was good. 

When the county’s satellite offices here in Lake Havasu City close, our citizens will face driving 

to Kingman to transact county business. 

 I’m amazed how the county spends money in Kingman. Over the past four to five years, 

Mohave County has incurred the following expenditures on buildings and infrastructure in and 

about Kingman: The new administration building, about $20 million, sheriff’s building, $8 

million; a new jail and courts building, $74 million; flood control work in Butler, $10 million; 

fixing up the roads, etc., around the old airport, $1 million; rehab of the old county building, $3 

million; work on the other old county buildings, $2 million. This adds up to about $128 million 

spent in and about Kingman during the past few years. I’ve probably missed some things so that 

is a low figure. 

 The city of Kingman’s main economic engine is the Mohave County government. Don’t 

forget, there are about 1,100 county employees, most of whom, live in Kingman. Therefore, a 

good percentage of the annual county payroll is spent in Kingman. The last study I saw indicated 

Lake Havasu City, and those communities surrounding it, we pay 42-43 percent of the total sales 

and property tax collected by Mohave County. Yet, the county can’t maintain satellite offices in 

our city. 

 Lake Havasu City has a population about twice that of Kingman. In fact, almost two-

thirds of the total population of Mohave County lives within five miles of the Colorado River, 

from Davis Dam to SARA Park. How can Mohave County justify having all the government in 

Kingman? Mohave County’s motto should be, “Don’t bring the government to the people, let the 

people come to the government.” 

Conrad 0. Blevins 

Lake Havasu City 


