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    This is the sixth of a 15-part exposé on Mohave County 

government. We’ll try to have part seven ready next Sunday. 

    In 1968, on land donated by Robert McCulloch and using a matched 

federal grant of $97,000, Mohave County built a library that opened 

with a collection of approx. 9000 books.  In 1971, due to lack of 

operating funds, the library came close to closing.  The Friends of the 

Library formed, and going door to door, collected the money to sustain 

the library.  In 1989, an addition for primarily children’s activities was 

constructed. 

     In 1997, the efforts to build a new library began. A group, primarily 

interested in providing more space to the library, wanted to put the 

library in the existing County Complex on College Drive.  There was 

quite an uproar over that site since it was not conveniently located nor 

suited for a library.  Next came suggestions that the county build the 

library in the Lake Havasu Civic Center Complex (where the current 

Police Facility now sits).  The site was centrally located and had 

adequate parking.  The county balked at that idea for other reasons, 

including the reversion of the building to the city if it were no longer 

used as a  library. The County was also in discussions with the 

LHUSD about building the  library on school district land. This site 

was opposed by city residents.  In April of 1998, the BOS, who were 

expected to decide between offers from either LHC or the LHUSD,  

stunned the City Council by designating the former Payless Drug Store 

next to the K-Mart as the site of the new library.  The site was billed as 

“downtown”, with plenty of parking and three different access streets.  

Built in 1989, the building totals 31,000 square feet. 

     Even though the lease on the Civic Center property would have cost 

the County only $1,700/yr. and the LHUSD lease offer of $1/yr. being 

designed to maximize the use of publically owned assets and to make 

the library eligible for as many grant and funding options as possible, 

the County chose to purchase the Payless Drug store property for $1.3 

million.  The cost of the renovations were put at $1.1 million dollars 

and the contract was awarded to a Kingman firm over a local Lake 

Havasu company at an additional cost of $200,000.  The Lake Havasu 

company’s risk bond on the project was not approved by the county. 

    The County again underfunded the library to the extent that the 

“Friends of the Library” again took action to raise money.  The LHC 

Council was asked to provide money for books and furniture, which 

they did.  The County ended up with a building in a now, thriving 

downtown area, and if they sell it as they did the Old Senior Center, 

will take the profit and run! 

    During the creation of this series of articles, the issue of “where the 

money came from?” and “where did the money go?” always seems to 

appear in the list of questions. Apparently we are not alone in this 

concern. In 1998, Library Director Debbie Burnham-Kidwell noted 

that the capital funds were in the general budget.  She suggested 

creating a separate fund to make sure the capital funds were being used 

for their intended purpose. Wow, what a concept! 

     We’ll cover the important details of the xxxxxx xxxx xxxxx next 

Sunday. Join our team of volunteers doing audits and investigations. 

Simply call me at  453-2414  or log on to our web site   

www.lakehavasucounty.com   
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