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A New Senior Center in LHC
And a Huge Profit for Mohave County
Written by Bill Ullery and Ore Vacketta
www.lakehavasucounty.com
This is the fifth of a 20-part exposé on Mohave County.
The old Senior Center at 2223 Swanson Ave. is about to go on the
auction block. That’s good because as privately owned land, it’ll be
back on the tax rolls. This will add tax revenue for the county by about
$2,715 annually. The city will get about $6,536 per year. A business at
that location might also create significant sales tax revenue.
The Mohave County Assessor’s Office lists the full cash value of
the Swanson property at $402,237. The courts have interpreted the
term “full cash value” to mean the “cash equivalent value” of a
property. Thus, the sale should be close to market value. Given the
dramatic increases in property values in LHC, the county may do even
better on this sale.
Just how much does the county have invested (land and buildings)
in the new Senior Center on Acoma Boulevard? From records
available to us, the funding mix of the new Senior Center was:
Mohave County loan to the project (to be paid back) $290,000
Federal Government Block Grant
380,000
Lake Havasu City (general funds)
320,000
Lake Havasu City (contingency funds)
100,000
Lake Havasu City (offsite improvements)
100,000
Heritage Grant federal funds
358,000
Donations Private (including Craven Estate)
500,000
Total Funding for Senior Center
$2,048,000
The county’s $290,000 loan (to be paid back with the sale of the
Swanson site) was only 14% of the total project cost. LHC at 25% of
the total cost, nearly doubled the county’s initial effort. With the sale of
the Swanson property, the county will have no real cash in the new
Senior Center on Acoma Blvd.
Thus, for the county, the original cost for the old Swanson property
plus the $290,000 loaned to the new Senior Center project equals
$347,470. With the sale of the old Swanson property, that pencils out
to a projected $44,767 profit. But, one should also consider the annual
tax revenue once the old Swanson property goes back on the tax rolls.
Over the next 20 years, with appreciation of each year, we estimate
total tax revenue at $242,189. So, the county’s profit on the new Senior
Center will be about $286,956.
Now, what happens to that profit and the tax revenue for the county?
We’ve been told it will go back to the general fund and will be used in
part, to equip the new administrative building in downtown Kingman.
That facility was the subject or our first article published 2-8-04,
“R/UDAT, CORRUPTION, COLLUSION.”
While these figures paint quite a rosy picture for the Senior Center,
all is not well. For example, the volunteer leaders at the Center have
put a temporary sign out front with the name; “LAKE HAVASU
SENIOR CENTER.” However, county manager Ron Walker wants
that sign taken down and is determined to install his version,
“MOHAVE COUNTY SENIOR CENTER.” By the time this article is
published, he may have that signage in place. Essentially, it’ll be a
bureaucrat’s territorial-marking fait accompli.
There are also complaints about the county’s budgeting process for
the Center’s operation, maintenance and improvements. Essentially,
the county refuses to reveal to the volunteer leaders any details of the
Center’s annual budget. As supervisor Johnson said, “This
administration has been cloaked in secrecy, especially when it comes
to finances.” In government, that always leaves the impression and
appearance of corruption and collusion by arrogant officials.
Since the SARA Park agreement between the city and county,
Senior Center volunteer leaders have been mulling the possibility of a
similar arrangement for their facility and operation. To that end, a draft
resolution has been under consideration for some time and may well
be presented to city council members by the time we go to press.
We will reprint the initial five articles in this series starting next
Sunday. Join our team of volunteers doing audits and investigations.
Call 453-2414 or log on to our web site www.lakehavasucounty.com

