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OUR VIEW 
 

Thanks to those pursuing university 
 

 Spring break may be a decent time to get a feel for what Lake Havasu City might be like if there 

were a university here. Subtract most of the parties, of course, since during the academic year, students are 

a bit more subdued, occupied by their routine of classes and study than during spring break. 

 College students and the institutions they attend inject vitality, intellectual energy and, yes, even 

labor and money into the communities which surround them. 

 That’s why the work of the Havasu Foundation for Higher Education is so important. The 

foundation’s vision of a university in our city won’t be realized next year, or maybe even in the next five 

years. But it could become a reality some time after that. 

 Armed with what appears to be assurance of a good location overlooking the lake on the south side 

of town, the foundation is hunkering down to a second round of nuts-and-bolts work to see if the concept 

of a university here holds water. 

 Chicago-based Huron Consulting Group is now surveying to get a sense of whether prospective 

students are interested in attending college in Lake Havasu City. It will focus on students in area high 

schools but will also look outward to population centers in Arizona and California containing students 

who have strong visitor or second-home ties to the Havasu area. 

 This survey may not be the final one; it will be important to first establish a realistic demand for a 

local four-year college but then test and retest the market to make sure the prospects are real. 

 For now, the most-likely version of reality is to begin with a 500-student campus with annual 

revenues of more than $8 million, enough to be self-sufficient. That plan is downsized from previous 

versions. It appears more realistic, even including a growth projection to more than 2,500 students. 

 But who knows? Arizona has only three public universities and two of them are among the largest 

in the country and pretty well landlocked at that. Lake Havasu City offers a new western Arizona location 

for a university. 

 Also, because of what could be favorable terms for the site, now located on BLM land, a local uni-

versity could offer tremendous value to students with costs as much as 40 percent below those at Arizona 

State University. 

 Riding along with the university planning effort is a multi-use development plan for the area 

surrounding the proposed campus. It is envisioned to contain multiple recreational facilities and a resort 

hotel. 

 It’s a big plan. It will take a long time to complete. We believe the area owes a debt of gratitude to 

the foundation for pursuing this effort despite the many dispiriting obstacles in the way. 

 For the foundation, the topic isn’t a matter of if there will be a university here, but when. That is the 

right roadway to success. 
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