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More “Fuzzy Math” from Ron Walker 
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  A newspaper article in the Daily Miner dated 4-27-04, entitled 

“Havasu City group looks to secede from County” had another “fuzzy 

math” statement from County Manager Ron Walker.  Walker 

explained, “that he has calculated Lake Havasu City’s share of 

property tax, and based on appraised values only about 11.9% of the 

county’s property tax revenues come from Lake Havasu.” 

  This is another perfect example of how Ron Walker can twist 

the numbers to make them say anything he wants.  Ron and John 

Timko are very protective of their data; some would call it downright 

secretive.  So, actually figuring out what he means and where he got 

the data are for him to know and for us not to find out. 

  Remember, these numbers are coming from the same two 

fellows who predicted dire financial straights for the county and when 

their tax increases didn’t pass, they “found” enough money to cover 

expenses and even give a pay raise to the staff. These are the guys who 

lobbied the state legislature to make it easier for counties to raise taxes. 

  First, let’s ask ourselves a few questions: If Havasu contributes 

only 11.9% of the county’s property tax revenues, where does the 

other 88.1% come from? 

 Is it from Kingman?  The smallest and poorest of the three major 

cities in the county? Bullhead City? A smaller city with lower assessed 

valuations than Havasu? How about Colorado City? Or Moccasin? 

Maybe it’s all those “wealthy” unincorporated areas such as Butler, 

Mohave Valley Mesa, Golden Shores, Golden Valley? 

  In a report from County Assessor Beverly Payne, (Mohave 

County Budget Book, 2/06/03 abstract) dated 3-6-2003, the FCV% 

(Full Cash Value) of Havasu property is 31.86% of the County.  So, 

we have 31.86% of the property value, but according to Ron, only 

contribute 11.9% of the taxes! Amazing. Just amazing. 

  According to the 2002 Census estimates, Mohave County had 

166,465 residents with 46,400 in Havasu  (now over 50,000).  That’s 

27.9% of the people (now over 1/3
rd
), but we supposedly only 

contribute 11.9% of the property taxes. Our audits suggest LHC 

contributes over 40% of the county’s tax revenue. I’m confused. 

  So how does Ron do it?  How does he come up with these bogus 

numbers?   

  Definitions!  Ron includes or excludes different forms of taxes 

and expenditures to fit his needs.  The county politicians add or 

subtract categories of taxes and change the appearance of the data. 

  But what is the definition of a property tax to Havasu taxpayers? 

It’s the total amount on their tax bill.  It’s the whole bill; it’s what we 

have to pay.  

  This is serious stuff.  These folks in county government want us 

to think that we don’t contribute to their “pet projects.”  They don’t want 

us to know how many of our tax dollars are being spent to revitalize 

downtown Kingman.  They want us to believe that because we 

contribute so little to the county property tax that we are getting more 

than our fair share of services and investment from the county. 

  Sorry Ron, but it’s “fuzzy math.” And, Havasu taxpayers aren’t 

buying it. 

           There’s a lot county officials don’t want us knowing about 

anything that goes on in their government. As reported 12-31-03 in 

news articles, Kevin McCarthy, president of the AZ Tax Research 

Assoc. wrote after being denied information, “Not once, even in the 

most adversarial of circumstances, have I observed the arrogance 

displayed by Mohave County officials in the public adoption of the 

tentative budget.” This government is an embarrassment to all of us. 

Our suggestion to the good folks in Kingman is to question the 

politicians vigorously, what it will cost Kingman residents in taxes 

should Havasu succeed in gaining a “divorce” from Mohave County. 

There’s trouble brewing in river city. It could be expensive.  

Why is there so much conflict with this secretive government? 

Who and what is the problem? What will it take to fix the problem? 

We’ll address that in the next article, THE BOTTOM LINE. 

Check our website,  www.lakehavasucounty.com 

 


