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The general contractor spearheading the renovation of a middle school campus in Lake Havasu 

City into an Arizona State University site has been selected and the approval of the project’s 

final agreement solidifying ASU’s commitment is expected by the end of September. 

Mark Durham, owner of Durham Construction, 

INC., in Parker, will lead the project that 

officials previously have said will change the 

economic, academic and cultural face of the city. 

They have said it will be the most significant 

project in the city since completion of the 

London Bridge. 

 

“It’s not only a privilege, but I think it’s an 

honor, and I respect the fact that the 

stewardships of the construction will be in our 

hands as a group,” Durham said, also calling it a 

“monumental triumph” for the community. 

 

Durham is also president of the Colorado River 

Building Industry Association, a private 

nonprofit organization that promotes economic 

development, according to its website. 

 

Havasu Foundation for Higher Education Executive Director Bill Ullery said three businesses 

applied to head the project. The organization has worked since 2004 to bring a four-year 

university to Lake Havasu City. It is also in charge of raising $2 million to help fund the project. 

 

Ullery said Durham had an “exceedingly strong proposal” that included “a rather large amount” 

of his services for free, which “to us suggests a major commitment to this type of project.” 

 

“All three of the applicants had exceptional references, (were) highly regarded personally, 

professionally and financially,” Ullery said. “We couldn’t have made a bad decision among the 

three.” Ullery said the other two businesses worked in Mohave County and Lake Havasu City, 

but he was uncertain if they had operating offices in the city. 

 

HFHE announced its selection of Jerry Clark of Lake Havasu City as the project’s architect 

earlier in July. 

 

Nearly $1.1 million in funding has been raised locally for the project, leaving HFHE left to raise 

nearly an additional $500,000 to trigger construction. Ullery said ASU officials requested that 

 
An artist rendering depicts the Arizona State 

University campus once the buildings are 

renovated. Taken from the Havasu Foundation 

for Higher Education website. File Illustration  

 



$1.5 million of the needed $2 million be raised before renovations begin. 

 

“We got to work really hard this fall,” Ullery said. “We don’t have a real hard timeline on it. 

We’ve got to instill in our town a sense of urgency, and everyone’s gotta understand that.” 

 

HFHE board member Jo Navaretta said local officials’ current goal is to have the official 

agreement signed by the end of September. Navaretta said the Lake Havasu Unified School 

District and Lake Havasu City City Council are expected to approve the agreement in 

September. She said the Arizona Board of Regents, the overseeing agency for the state’s 

universities, must approve the accord, which also is expected during their September meeting. 

 

“(We are) ironing out a couple of fine points, but it’s really, really close,” Navaretta said. 

 

You may contact the reporter at jleatherman@havasunews.com  

 
http://www.havasunews.com/articles/2011/07/27/news/doc4e2f9ddce88a8269638024.txt 
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