
‘Havasu U’ prospects looking up 
Survey results positive for proposed university 
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Responses to a market survey gauging the appeal of a four-year university in Lake Havasu City 

have been so positive that proponents plan to develop an alternative business plan that would 

double the number of students the proposed university could accommodate from 500 to 1,000. 

 

Of the 602 Lake Havasu High School students who took the Havasu Foundation for Higher 

Education’s survey in March, 32 percent said they would “definitely attend” a university like the 

one proposed for Lake Havasu City and another 46 percent said they would be very or somewhat 

likely to attend. 

 

Since then the foundation has received responses from high schools in Kingman, Bullhead City, 

Parker and Yavapai County. Cumulative results show 61 percent would definitely or very likely 

attend the kind of university proponents say “Havasu U” would be. 

 

Foundation founder and board member Bill Ullery is confident the numbers will continue to be 

positive as results come in from some of 268 Southern California high schools targeted for the 

survey. 

 

“We’ve got a lot of schools being surveyed right now in California. They still have three weeks 

of school over there,” Ullery said. 

 

The university proposal received a boost earlier this month as the Arizona Board of Regents 

announced it would look for a way to create a lower cost university option for Arizona students. 

 

The foundation has touted lower cost as a major selling point for a local university. Members say 

students could save more than $10,000 a year by attending a university in Lake Havasu City 

compared to one in a metropolitan area. 

 

According to the Phoenix Business Journal, ABOR’s president-elect Ernest Calderon specifically 

mentioned Lake Havasu City as a possible site for a fourth state university. The other cities 

named in the May 4 article were Payson and Casa Grande. 

 

Shortly after ABOR’s announcement, HFHE revealed it had added several prominent political 

figures, including Mayor Mark Nexsen, Mohave County Supervisor Buster Johnson, Sen. Ron 

Gould and Reps. Nancy McLain and Doris Goodale, as ex-officio board members. Linda 

Riesdorph, chairman of the board of the Lake Havasu Area Chamber of Commerce, and Gary 

Kellogg, president and chief executive officer of the Partnership for Economic Development, 

were also added to the board. 

 

“I don’t know of any other organization that’s been able to do that,” Ullery said. “I think it tells a 

lot about the support we have at the state level as well as the local and county level.” 



 

In addition to offering guidance to the foundation, Ullery said the high-powered ex-officio board 

members lend the university project credibility. 

 

“They wouldn’t take that position unless they were fundamentally supportive of the project,” 

Ullery said. “That also complicates what we do ... our public statements. We’ve got to make sure 

we have consensus,” he said. 

 

You may contact the reporter at dparker@havasunews.com. 

 

http://www.havasunews.com/articles/2009/05/26/news/doc4a1b65ab0e61826824620
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