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It seems LHC residents have been talking about creating a new 

county forever. For example, in mid-January 1999, the Lake Havasu 

City Council at its annual goal-setting retreat covered this subject in 

detail. While no action was taken, all seven members supported the 

concept as reported in a 1-24-99 news article. Generally, people were 

upset with county government and the treatment shown LHC. Mayor 

Grinstead-Hanak distributed copies or the current Arizona   Revised 

Statutes dealing with new county creation. This entire section ARS 11-

131 through 11-142, can be accessed through a link on our web site. 

 Other news reports following the 1999 retreat summarized 

that legislation and revealed how difficult the process was in time and 

effort. Actually, in my opinion, the current AZ law on creating a new 

county presents impossible barriers. It’s a bad piece of legislation 

clearly designed to prevent another La Paz County-type split.  Nobody 

would be stupid enough to attempt such a split under this law. 

For example, section 11-133 sets a standard for valid 

signatures on the initial voter petition at 20% of a county’s registered 

voters. The signature requirement for a constitutional amendment is 

only 15%. Then, should enough signatures be gathered, all county 

voters could vote on the measure. If that passed, the governor would 

appoint a commission and a distribution board both of which could 

dictate a horrible set of conditions for the new county. Bad, bad 

legislation. I have two short reports on this law and the alternative 

options I’m recommending posted on our web site. 

Yes, yes…there is a solution. And, a terrific option at that. A 

statewide voter initiative could take the state legislature completely out 

of the process. We have a document designed to do that on our web 

site; “PROPOSITION XXX, THE FORMATION OF LAKE 

HAVASU COUNTY ACT.” Essentially, it presents a new piece of 

legislation by exercising our constitutional rights (and there’s a link to 

those relevant sections on our web site). Think back to the last election 

in 2002 and the large number of voter initiative propositions you had 

an opportunity to consider and vote on. This we can do!  

With a properly written initiative, LHC residents could dictate 

exactly how the process would evolve, avoid a countywide vote, and 

dictate the conditions of the split of current county assets. Just like in a 

divorce, we can get our fair share of the county’s assets!  

The MCC issues are of particular concern as is the near total 

control of the Havasu campus by the MCC Kingman-based 

administration. This initiative would split MCC and its assets. Havasu 

would have total control and ownership of its campus. Free at last! 

This initiative would also require a review of the county’s 

outstanding liabilities, bonds and debts to insure that our new county 

would not be saddled with “that” government’s debts. Thus, the new 

county administrative building scheduled as a part of the Kingman 

downtown renewal process would be a part of that review. Mohave 

County would also pay for much of the process of splitting the county. 

Could we get voters statewide, to support such an initiative? 

Yes and by a landslide margin, we predict. Lake Havasu has a great 

reputation as a vacation destination. All those years of image-building 

ads run by the Tourism Bureau could pay-off handsomely. On the 

other hand, Mohave County government has long been the laughing 

stock of the state. Allegations of corruption, collusion, nepotism and a 

history of conflict would play well in the press and in the informational 

booklets mailed to all registered voters. Get the signatures on a petition 

and this battle would be over.  

There are three key documents and several links on our web 

site dealing with this subject and process. Our web site also includes 

links to the relevant sections of the state’s constitution. And, we have 

links on the laws and regulations on voter initiatives and new county 

creation. Within months, we’ll have hundreds of items on this site. 

 Join our team of volunteers doing audits and investigations. 

Simply log on to our web site   www.lakehavasucounty.com  

http://www.lakehavasucounty.com/
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