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 Kingman, Bullhead City, and Havasu residents contributed to this 

article. It will be clear shortly, that we are quite critical of our present 

County government. Moreover, our point of view will surely irritate some 

folks and that’s ok.  

We also think the Kingman Daily Miner does not present a balance 

of opinions and views on a lot of activity within government. Moreover, we 

feel the issues we are exposing need to be discussed and debated throughout 

the County. For example, a few days ago, we paid to have printed in the 

Miner, the entire text of the Modified Notice of Complaint on the several 

violations of law with the County’s new administrative building project. 

Perhaps the Miner made note of this important legal issue. But, I didn’t see 

it. The newspapers in Bullhead City, Mohave Valley and Havasu gave this 

story considerable space. 

 One only need look at the many apparent and continuing violations 

of law that have occurred in County government to be concerned. If you read 

that Complaint carefully, as researched and written by a very competent 

team of attorneys (including former county and city attorneys) you might 

reasonably conclude that Pete Byers and Tom Sockwell, with County 

Manager Ron Walker and Finance Director John Timko, have caused this 

Board to repeatedly violate Arizona’s Open Meeting Law requirements, to 

violate the Arizona statutory requirements for leasing County property, to 

violate the requirements for forming a Municipal Property Corporation, and 

to participate in what one may consider to be Arizona and Federal Securities 

law violations.  If that’s proven, there are felonies to contend with. 

While these violations of law have occurred over the past year, 

there has also been a fixation on placing a new County administrative 

building at I-40 and H-93 on prime commercial land. Some Kingman area 

critics see this as a needless squandering of millions of taxpayer dollars 

including lost property tax and sales tax revenue.   

If you look carefully, you might reasonably conclude that such 

cavalier attitudes of being above the law and actual or attempted violations 

have been ongoing. We all remember that secretive effort of Byers, Sockwell 

and Walker to give Walker an illegal contract extension past this Board’s 

term. If it hadn’t been stopped, it would have surely been challenged in court 

and unraveled at the taxpayers’ expense. These folks can’t be all that dumb. 

So, what’s the problem; arrogance? 

The County Attorney Matt Smith has publicly acknowledged the 

“apparent” Open Meeting Law violations (which is akin to an “apparent” 

pregnancy after delivery). Our attorneys claim this illegal act makes all 

subsequent Board actions on the same deal, null and void. But rather than 

starting over and doing things in a proper manner, this Board (again 2-1) at 

its July 19, 2004 meeting, voted to ratify its past errors.  Such action is as a 

matter of law, untimely—past the required 30 day deadline—and thus void.  

They have a bunch of lawyers in the County Attorney’s office to 

keep those things straight! And we know they were involved. Matt Smith 

was actually one of the principals in the now infamous corporation. Thus, 



ratification does not and cannot correct illegal and void actions under these 

circumstances given the rigorous standards of state law and past rulings. 

The County Property Corporation which for County business could 

only have been formed by the County, and was not, and which was set up 

with “perpetual directors” (which is also illegal)---can never be made legal, 

even if ratified. And yes, those directors in perpetuity are Walker, Timko and 

Smith. The illegal acts of this Board (by a 2-1 vote) to lease County property 

which was not even defined with a legal description, and otherwise done in 

violation of laws including ARS Sec.11-256, is void from its inception, and 

can not be corrected with ratification. Moreover, falsifying the statements of 

the County’s certificates' offering, signed by Byers, can not be corrected by 

these acts.  You can call this dumb, arrogant or whatever, but it’s not right. 

What it also is...is unbelievable. You should read their corporate by-laws. 

They can hire themselves at any salary they choose. They can have meetings 

anywhere they choose; Alaska in the summer, Hawaii in the winter, even 

Iraq.  

And did you know that the County paid on the front end, $700,000 

of taxpayer dollars and will pay millions more in interest, for that proposed 

opulent building (and those big offices for Walker and Timko) which if built, 

could have been paid for in cash available by the unanimous vote of this 

same Board? 

There’s more! In a recent press conference, Walker admitted that 

the processes for selecting Opus for the Administrative building project, was 

secretative and kept from the Board members in their official capacities (if 

you can believe Byers of all people, was in the dark on this one).  We think 

this Board—excluding Johnson—allowed this deal to occur, in obvious 

breach of their fiduciary duties and responsibilities. And we think it was 

done with serial violations of the Open Meeting Law. (See my article, “We 

need help from the attorney general,” on our website.) Your call folks, are 

they all lying to us or is this straight-up honest and good government? 

Also, Walker, with Byers and Sockwell’s approval, continues to 

represent that design/build is less expensive and removes the risk of building 

from the County.  But, the critics claim, based upon historic evidence, and 

by reading contract documents, one can readily determine that such 

representations of Walker are false. Some of those critics have read the 

documents, and think that the County is entirely at risk for the “unknown” 

and even what should be known if proper preliminary planning and work 

occurs. An allegedly fixed price for a building not yet designed, and subject 

to change orders, will with certainty, cost the County taxpayers millions 

more than a building built in a traditional manner.  

Wouldn’t you think an extensive series of public hearings on this 

entire process with ample opportunity for the critics to have their say, would 

be the proper approach? Sure, but not likely with this secretive government. 

And that’s worth fighting over. 

And whatever happened to Pinnacle One with whom the County 

contracted for close to half a million dollars, again at taxpayer expense? I 

need your help on digging up the dirt on that deal. If you help me open that 

can of worms and I’ll publish the findings! 

Part 2 will appear tomorrow. 



Lots of issues with the county. 

And we have lots of questions. 
Part 2 of 2 

Edited and paid for by Bill Ullery, www.lakehavasucounty.com 
 

Do you remember the officials who ran on the platform four years 

ago of “no new taxes”?  When elected, who was it, together with Walker 

and Timko, who acted to immediately push for an unrestricted sales tax 

increase? They got stopped only because the vote had to be unanimous, and 

that guy from Havasu said "no."  

They would have also raised property taxes had that obstructionist 

Buster gone along with it. Claiming the County was broke and virtually 

bankrupt, it’s a fact that two supervisors along with Walker and Timko, went 

to the State Legislature to seek new legislation to allow counties by simple 

majority vote of the BOS, to pass an increased unrestricted sales tax, without 

any provision for voter approval. Is anyone asking questions about this stuff 

at candidate forums? 

This hue and cry of dire financial conditions for the County came 

shortly after the County had received an improved bond rating under the 

prior Board. When the tax increases failed, thanks to the resistance down 

south, Walker suddenly “found” great sums of County money, and Walker 

and Byers and Sockwell granted the largest of raises for Walker, again at the 

expense of the County taxpayers. The money was not lost and found. It was 

always there. Decision time again folks. Do they lie, or are they stupid, or 

are they arrogant, or are they simply trying to get around that obstructionist 

representing Havasu? 

And did you know that on the vote of the same two Supervisors, 

County equipment, owned outright was sold for cents on the dollar, so that 

the County could lease equipment, which in the long run will be a greater 

expense to the taxpayers? That’s another article worth printing. Man, there’s 

just no bottom to this can of County government worms. It’s what you call a 

nutrient rich environment. 

The County's public records are not readily provided to those 

making requests, again in apparent violation of State law.  Budget 

information is now summary in nature, and not provided in a line item 

manner, either to the Supervisors who are responsible to oversee such 

processes, or to the public who is entitled to know. Again, this has been 

allowed on the same 2-1 vote of the Board. The AZ Taxpayers Association 

called them the most secretive government they ever encountered. Kevin 

McCarthy, of ATRA, commented, “Not once, in the most adversarial of 

circumstances, have I observed the arrogance displayed by Mohave County 

officials in the public adoption of the tentative budget.” Unfortunately for us, 

our county is an embarrassment…the laughing stock of the state.  

And did you know that by the same 2-1 vote, the current Board has 

refused to apply the minimum building codes, County wide, to provide 

minimum safety standards to protect unsuspecting homebuyers, and to assist 

in protecting the important home investment of those who care, from non-

conforming and possibly unsafe buildings which deteriorate neighborhoods.   

I have construction and real estate businesses and I can verify that 

those attempting to develop and build in this County, often find the process 

difficult and cumbersome.  With a single point of contact, together with fair 

and even-handed written policies, this County can have a fair and uniform 



process for development in its unincorporated areas, which encourage and 

enhance positive controlled development with recreational benefits. We need 

to ask our Supervisors to help the County move in such a direction.  

This County also needs better utilization of its funds to provide 

Sheriff’s substations, and pay for law enforcement personnel which will 

allow this County to no longer be only a training ground for new officers 

who go elsewhere for higher paying jobs, and which leaves this County with 

positions unfilled and citizens in unincorporated areas unprotected for 

extended periods.  

This county killed our participation in economic development and 

in response to this being a significant campaign issue, created a ruse of the 

County government acting in that role. They simply gave the job to Ron 

Walker. We should ask about 160 good-paying jobs lost to Nevada that 

reportedly would have been created by a responsible business ready to locate 

at the I-40 Industrial Park. Of course, this County lost not only the jobs, but 

also the related economic benefits which would have come through new 

construction, real estate sales, additional HURF monies for road 

improvements, and additional tax monies for other County benefits.  

Economic development, new businesses, industry and tourist dollars are our 

best assurance that jobs are available, all County markets prosper, and our 

tax rates are not increased.  

And you also have that insurrection in Havasu that if successful 

would result in a split of the county. That would cause a huge loss of revenue 

for the County. If this “divorce” goes down, watch your tax bill (in the 

remaining areas of the county) go up big time. Conversely, it would fuel an 

economic boon in Havasu. I published in this paper, “THE BOTTOM 

LINE”, a list of nine areas needing attention. These are the most basic gripes 

from Havasu. Will these elected officials consider these concerns? What 

happens if they ignore those constituents? 

We all need to ask ourselves; Has the current County government 

been open and honest with people or has it been secretive? Have they lied to 

us? Have they tried to raise our taxes? Have they undertaken actions that 

violate our fundamental constitutional protections? Have they been part of 

illegal acts and responsible for squandering millions of dollars of County 

resources? Do they violate the open meeting laws of AZ? Are the illegal acts 

on the new administrative building placing the taxpayers at risk? Do you 

think they’ve done a good job? Are you proud of their record? 

We have lots of issues with this county government. And, we have 

lots of questions. 


