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Lake Havasu City's former finance director has been charged with four felonies allegedly 

occurring during his term of employment.  

Mike Ashley, finance director for Lake Havasu City from 

the fall of 1999 to the fall of 2004, was charged with four 

counts of theft, a class six felony, in Lake Havasu City Consolidated Court on Tuesday. The 

charges involve alleged misuse of city credit cards on four different dates starting May 24, 2002, 

and ending Jan. 10, 2003. 

 

The class six felony states at least $250 was taken. 

 

Ashley was released on his own recognizance and was ordered to appear again on Feb. 21. 

 

On Tuesday afternoon, Ashley denied any money was stolen. 

 

“If you look at the dates, you will see they were personal expenses that were immediately 

reimbursed,” said Ashley. “There was never any intent to steal. I didn't steal anything. I don't 

owe the taxpayers anything.” 

 

Ashley said the charges are politically motivated. 

 

“It's obviously a political vendetta of some sort,” he said. “They're the ones spending taxpayers 

money to chase me for their own political gain.” 

 

Ashley declined to name the people he thought were out to get him, but added he was aware of 

other people in City Hall who had used their city credit cards for personal purchases. 

 

However, Ashley admits some of his purchases “probably were a violation of city policy,” but 

contends he did nothing illegal. 

 

Current city Finance Director Gayle Whittle said an audit performed on the city's accounts shows 

every purchase Ashley made was reimbursed except for a $117 bill incurred shortly before his 

employment with Lake Havasu City was terminated. 

 

Ashley said he was aware of the bill, but refuses to pay it due to his belief that the city owes him 

for unpaid sick leave. 

 

Former City Manager Tim Ernster terminated Ashley shortly after beginning his job duties in 

October 2004 after Ashley allegedly used former Assistant Finance Director Dennis Massera's 

city credit card at a function in Phoenix. 

 



 

Ernster said on Tuesday that he was made aware of Ashley's use of city credit cards prior to his 

arrival in Lake Havasu City and that once the incident in Phoenix came to his attention, he 

relieved Ashley of his duties. Ernster also said that due to the method in which Ashley left his 

job, it was the city ‘s position that Ashley is not owed anything. 

 

Account Services Specialist Michael Stelpstra of the Arizona Auditor General's Office said his 

office conducts audits of the city's finances every year, but that it only concerns itself with 

making sure the city stayed within their approved limitations, which it has. 

 

Stelpstra also said his office does have a task force that is assigned the duties of investigating 

alleged misuses of public funds, but that no such task force currently is assigned to Lake Havasu 

City. 

 

A series of police reports states Mayor Harvey Jackson initiated another investigation into 

Ashley's spending habits shortly after taking office, but Capt. Rich Sloma said the results of that 

investigation were turned over to the County Attorney's Office for them to decide to press 

charges or not. 

 

Jackson said Tuesday night that he simply had a meeting with Police Chief John Alexander on 

the issue and that he didn't follow the investigation. 

 

“Now that there are charges filed, I don't think it would be appropriate for me to comment,” said 

Jackson. 

 

Deputy County Attorney Rod Albright said Tuesday morning he did not have the case file with 

him and was not prepared to deal with the case after Ashley appeared in court on an unrelated 

misdemeanor charge of issuing a bad check, so it was not clear what made those four dates stand 

out for prosecution by Mohave County. 

 

Former Mayor Bob Whelan said he was not aware of any theft of taxpayer money while he was 

in office and that it was the city manager's job to deal with employee issues in City Hall, not City 

Council. 

 

The police report states Ashley allegedly used his credit card to run up nearly $10,000 in 

personal expenses including airline tickets, hotel reservations, liquor purchases, gambling or 

casino purchases, bills, DUI fines from 2002; trips to San Francisco, local hotels, limo services 

and purchases from local restaurants. 

 

Former City Manager Bruce Williams states in the report that he disciplined Ashley for misusing 

the city credit card and put a report in his employee file, however, that letter never has been 

located. 

 

You may contact the reporter at ditullio@havasunews.com.  
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