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OUR VIEW 
 

Mohave County’s ambition building plans 
 

 

Set against a backdrop of a challenging economy, Mohave County government is nonetheless moving forward with what could 

become a massive capital expansion program. 

The largest project, which won approval recently, is a new $72 million jail. It will be full when built, so expect the current project to 

be only phase one. Also either in the works are being pushed a new courthouse, new public works facility, new environmental health 

and planning facility and new animal control center. 

At a time when construction companies are looking for work, it’s good to see some major projects coming along. The not-so-good 

news is that taxpayers will have to foot the bill. 

Had Mohave County Supervisor Buster Johnson had his way, the county would’ve gone with a private prison. A company 

would’ve built the jail and charged the county some $55 per day per inmate. According to Johnson, it would’ve saved a lot of money. 

We don’t know about the true savings, but the county will do a lot of spending for the new facility. The county’s quarter-cent sales 

tax will be devoted to the lease-to-own facility. It is a large commitment and its construction in a sour economy seems very 

questionable. 

County facility planners certainly need to keep looking forward. District 1 Supervisor Pete Byers is pushing an ambitious effort to 

sell land near the Kingman library and at the county fairgrounds to help pay for a lot of the new building projects. 

The cost? Certainly more than $100 million and maybe closer to $200 million, depending on what building actually gets completed. 

In addition to the cost, construction of more facilities in Kingman tends to render moot the question of whether Mohave County will 

work to bring service to residents or whether residents will always have to go to Kingman for service. 

It’s interesting but frustrating to see so much focus on new county construction in Kingman when the county can’t seem to update 



the tiny shack at Lake Havasu City’s north entrance that represents the Mohave County Sheriff’s Office presence in this part of the 

county. 

The delays in improving the Sheriff’s shack, compared to the go-go construction in and around Kingman, are sad. 

Sadder still is the fact that Lake Havasu City tax dollars are paying a huge share of the new Kingman construction. 

The county should really scale back its construction plans and, when it moves forward, should do so in a manner that brings 

government to the people, not central facilities that force people to do it the other way around. 

 

— Today’s News-Herald 


