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Mohave County officials are attempting to have the Board of Supervisors ratify past action, which 
two upcoming agenda items state may have violated open meeting laws throughout the 
construction of new county administrative building. 
 
On Tuesday afternoon, Matt Smith, county attorney, placed two items on the agenda for 
Monday's Board meeting. The items state that those laws may have been violated in agenda 
items the Board passed in March and May. 

The first item is attempting to rectify supposed violations by adding references to items the board 
approved over the course of the process of approving and procuring Opus West Corporation as 
the design-build firm. 
 
The second item agenda states that a May resolution contained a "clerical error," and states that 
the Mohave Administration Building Finance Corporation that sold bonds was to be directed by 
Opus and not the county, as it originally stated. 

The agenda items came about two weeks after Bill Ullery, a Lake Havasu City businessman, filed 
a claim against the county, charging county officials with violating open meeting laws. The claim 
alleges county officials - Smith, Finance Director John Timko and County Manager Ron Walker - 
formed their corporation and sold bonds that are financing the design-build project without 
approval from the board. 
 
He said if the county rectified all of its alleged wrongdoing, he would consider withdrawing the 
claim. 
 
However, Ore Vacketta, a spokesman for Ullery, said Tuesday that Ullery's attorney would have 
to review the agenda items before making any determinations. Vacketta said he was not pleased 
with the short notice that was given to the public to respond. 
 
"Manager Review, Inc. is pleased to see that an open meeting regarding the claim filed by Dr. Bill 
Ullery has been scheduled, although with a very short notice. The meeting was scheduled with 
the complete knowledge that Supervisor (Buster) Johnson would be out of town that day and will 
be required to participate via telephone," Vacketta said in a prepared statement. 
 
Johnson, who opposes the administration building and has voted against it in all items associated 
to it, agreed with Vacketta. 
 
"I think with the county looking to spend over $20 million of taxpayers money, not counting the 
value of the land, this needs to be done in a public meeting," Johnson said. "I don't believe 72 
hours notice - while it might meet the requirements of the law - does not meet the spirit of the law. 
It bothers me knowing that I'll be out of town that they would put this on at such a late time. 
 
"This item to be placed on at such a late time, at the minimum should have included a press 
release to inform the public as to allow them to adjust their schedules," he said. 
 
Smith and other agents of the county were unable to be reached for comment Tuesday as a 
result of Today's News-Herald discovering of the additions near 5 p.m. 
 
The Board meeting will be held at 9:30 a.m. Monday inside the county building located at 809 E. 
Beale St. in Kingman. 
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