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LAKE HAVASU CITY – A group of Lake Havasu City residents plans to seek a state 
senator who will sponsor legislation that would create a separate county in the Lake 
Havasu area. 
 
“It is like a divorce,” said Lake Havasu City businessman Bill Ullery, who is the main 
force behind the drive to secede. “And at the end of the proceedings, there is an 
equitable settling of assets.” 
 
Ullery said he plans to seek legislative support for the bill within a few weeks. If the 
Legislature approves such a bill and the governor signs it, a three-member commission 
would then organize a citywide vote. The way the document is worded, county voters 
would be excluded from the vote. 
 
If the Legislature won’t approve the measure, Ullery said he is prepared to seek 
signatures on an initiative petition to force a statewide vote. State law also allows for a 
Mohave County initiative process, but a legislative bill or statewide initiative wouldn’t 
have to follow that law. 
 
Ullery said he and other Lake Havasu City residents are frustrated with paying a 
disproportionate share of property tax without adequate representation or fair treatment 
from the Mohave County government. 
 
“Kingman, Bullhead City and the surrounding areas exercise total domination of the 
budget expenditures and operations of county government,” he said.  
 
“Not much they do meets with our agreement in regard to significant issues.” 
 
The move to centralize county government in downtown Kingman benefits economic 
development and downtown renewal for Kingman and brings jobs to Kingman 
residents, but does not benefit Lake Havasu City, Ullery said.  
 
“They are building all those buildings up there with our tax money,” he said. “No way in 
hell are we going to be paying for that. We want that money back.” 
 
Mohave County Manager Ron Walker said he is looking out for the county as a whole, 
and that Ullery has been a vocal opponent of many decisions affecting the county.  
 
“This county runs like every other county in the state of Arizona,” Walker said.  
 
“We are governed under the same laws.”  
 
He said he does not want to speculate on how Mohave County would be affected if 
Lake Havasu City were to secede from the county, because there are too many 
variables, such as where the boundaries would be drawn. 
 
The process to secede is a lengthy one with a complicated set of procedures and “time 
will tell” the outcome, he said. 
 
Walker explained that he has calculated Lake Havasu City’s share of property tax, and 



based on appraisal values only about 11.9 percent of the county’s property tax 
revenues come from Lake Havasu City.  
 
Lake Havasu County residents have been talking about creating a new county for 
years.  
 
In 1999, the Lake Havasu City Council at its annual goal-setting retreat covered the 
subject in detail.  
 
While the council took no action, all seven members supported the concept. 
 
A Lake Havasu City group later circulated a petition to move the county seat from 
Kingman to Lake Havasu City.  
 
Although 9,000 Lake Havasu City residents signed, Ullery said the plan did not go 
forward because “we knew it would be voted down in Kingman and Bullhead City.” 
 
However, the outcome will be different this time, he said. 
 
“We are better organized. We have a steering committee, two non-profit public service 
corporations, a lot more money and an army of people to get the job done,” Ullery 
explained. 
 
He said it may take up to two years, and close to a half-million dollars, but he is 
confident the group can gather enough pledges. 
 
The group has an attorney and plans to hire a lobbyist. Members also plan to send a 
committee to Phoenix to talk up the plan to state legislators. 
 
“It might be difficult for people in the county to realize our level of frustration,” he said of 
efforts to secede.  
 
“They need to understand that we have had a history of irritations.” 
 
The group has set up a Web site at www.lakehavasucounty.com that includes wording 
for a statewide voter initiative.  
 
“With a properly written initiative, Lake Havasu residents could dictate exactly how the 
process would evolve, avoid a countywide vote, and dictate the conditions of the split of 
current county assets,” he said.  
 
This initiative also would require a review of the county’s outstanding liabilities, bonds 
and debts to ensure that the new county would not be saddled with “that” government’s 
debts. 
 
He looks at the split like a divorce, with Havasu getting “an equitable share of the 
county’s assets.” 
 
Ullery said he also is disillusioned with Mohave Community College. 
 
“The same situation exists with MCC, and we think the same political and financial 
interest in Bullhead City and Kingman control that,” he said.  
 
“For two years, the Mohave Community College Governing Board and the current 
administration have intentionally and systematically gutted faculty and programs. 
 



“We want to set up our own county and our own college,” Ullery explained.  
 
Lake Havasu City’s population is fast approaching 50,000.  
 
As a county it would become a “standard metropolitan area,” a federal designation that 
would qualify the proposed county for additional sources of federal revenue. 
 
Mohave County Supervisor Buster Johnson, who represents District 3, which includes 
Lake Havasu City, said he has been in favor of secession in the past, but does not 
favor it now.  

 


