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    The Mohave County Sheriff’s Office (MCSO) has 95 deputies on patrol over three shifts, 24 hours/day. On 

most days, there are but nine deputies, in three shifts, assigned to the Lake Havasu substation and on patrol in 

the LHC area. These deputies are normally assigned to areas in the County where the population has no other 

police presence, i.e. unincorporated areas.   

    The unincorporated areas nearest Lake Havasu City are Desert Hills in the north and a small area off Little 

Finger Rd. in the south. The estimated number of people living in the unincorporated areas of the proposed 

New Lake Havasu County is 3,000.   

    The nine deputies assigned to the Lake Havasu substation are spread over three shifts and do not stay in the 

area around Lake Havasu all day.  They respond, as needed, to other unincorporated areas outside of the 

proposed boundary for the New Lake Havasu County. This proposed boundary is approximately the area 

bordered by LaPaz County (Parker) on the south, Lake Havasu (California) on the west, BLM land on the east 

and I-40 on the north. Sheriff Tom Sheahan has stated “there are about 60,000 to 70,000 (for this analysis, we 

will use 65,000) people in Mohave County to whom the Sheriff’s department provides law enforcement” This 

is accomplished with 95 deputies.  “Our calls for service, in Mohave County” Sheahan said, “have increased 

tremendously in the last couple of years. For many years to come, we’ve got to do a lot of things to bolster our 

law enforcement presence in our areas.” This means that the number of deputies will be going up and our taxes 

for the Sheriff’s department will be going up. In addition, the 65,000 people living in these areas get deputies, 

but they do not have to pay for a local police force.  

    Based on what the Sheriff said, the 95 deputies are barely enough to keep up with the protection of the 

65,000 people. That currently amounts to 684 people per deputy.  In the proposed New Lake Havasu County, 

we have 3000 people in the unincorporated areas, so that should require about 4.4 deputies over three shifts or 

about 1.5 deputies per shift. 

    Moreover, its not like the deputies would be all alone. In a period from January 1, 2000 – August 1, 2001, 

LHC police responded to 144 calls for assistance from MCSO. Thus, the Lake Havasu City Police, who are 

already bolstering the county law enforcement effort, could continue to do so. 

    Based on the Mohave County Sheriff’s 2003-2004 adopted budget of $13.4MM, we estimate that LHC is 

responsible for $6.2MM. If $13.4MM supports 95 deputies, then $620,000 should support 4.4 deputies. This 

tax savings of  $5.58MM is a direct result of the formation of the New Lake Havasu County and its separation 

from Mohave County. Certainly, there are other expenses involved in properly supporting a Sheriff’s 

Department in the New Lake Havasu County and in order to fully realize these tax savings, there would need to 

be cooperation and a melding of responsibilities with similar administrative functions of the Lake Havasu City 

Government.  These actions are spelled out in the proposal entitled: “The New Lake Havasu County Initiative,” 

and can be found on our web site. 

   As the centralization of county government in Kingman continues (see R/UDAT report), a new Sheriff’s HQ 

building was built in Kingman and another new substation is planned for Butler. Perhaps we can take some of 

this tax windfall and give the Lake Havasu County Sheriff’s deputies a better home than that dilapidated 

building on Route 95.  

 

Join our team of volunteers doing audits and investigations. Call me at 453-2414 or log on to our web site:  

www.lakehavasucounty.com   
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