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A Lake Havasu City businessman who is legally challenging Mohave County on violations of open 

meeting laws said Thursday he will not withdraw his court claim. 

 

Bill Ullery, a local businessman and civic activist who is trying to create a new county and bring a four-

year university to the city, previously said he would withdraw his claim if the county sufficiently corrected 

its supposed violations. 

 

However, after the county attorney's office introduced a pair of resolutions for Monday's Board of 

Supervisor's meeting - which it said would correct possible violations - attorneys for Ullery said they 

needed to review the items. 

 

Ullery said they aren't good enough and that the county is attempting to cover up current and past 

violations. 

 

One resolution has been reworded to add comprehensive information the original lacked; the other 

allegedly corrects what officials have said was a typographical error. 

 

Both resolutions attempt to ratify past resolutions the board approved over the last year, which led to the 

subsequent formation of a non-profit corporation that recently sold bonds to finance a new county 

administrative building in Kingman. 

 

However, Ullery contends the proposed resolutions cannot do that because the county has already exceeded 

its 30-day grace period to do so, citing state law. 

 

"Ratification shall take place at a public meeting within thirty days after discovery of the violation or after 

such discovery should have been made by the exercise of reasonable diligence," the law states. 

 

Dan Barr, a media attorney who represents members of the Arizona Newspapers Association, said he 

believes the point of contention in the case would depend upon whether the county could prove it made the 

discovery with "reasonable diligence," since the resolutions in question were approved more than 30 days 

ago. 

 

Ullery said he is going to amend his claim, and if the county does not satisfy what he perceives as a 

correction, he will call for a grand jury proceeding through the Arizona Attorney General. 

 

"No way is what is about to happen next Monday acceptable to me and my group. Plainly stated, we want 

our elected officials to obey the laws of Arizona. If they don't, we will hold them accountable," Ullery said. 

 

In addition to his allegations of violating open meeting requirements, Ullery said the county could have 

violated other laws. 

 

He said a municipal property corporation could not lawfully be created by a non-governmental group of 

individuals. One of the resolutions seeking Board ratification states a typo was made, and that Opus was 

supposed to create the corporation, though the original resolution stated it was up to the county. 

 

Ullery also said he believes the county's lease agreement with Opus is unlawful, and that proper backup 

was not included in the original resolutions. When all of the alleged discrepancies are added together, he 

said the issuance of bonds was falsely executed. 



 

After the county added the resolutions Tuesday, officials said they believe they are taking proper corrective 

action to fix possible violations of open meeting law. 

 

'The county has nothing to hide, and it is certainly in the best interest of all to quickly resolve any 

misunderstandings and clear up any technical imperfections," County Manager Ron Walker told Today's 

News-Herald in an e-mail posted Thursday. "The bonds are not a county debt obligation. The county did 

not create the financing corporation, and the county's only financial involvement with the corporation is to 

pay lease payments, that go directly to the bond trustee, with whom the corporation has a bond indenture 

agreement. This is a complex and highly technical process." 

 

The approximately 132,000-square-foot building will house most county departments and its construction 

is supposed to begin later this month. As part of the build-design project, the county will lease the building 

from Opus over the course of 15 years, at which time it will secure ownership of the building. 

 

You may contact the reporter at mhall@havasunews.com. 

 


