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Ullery renews attempt to move county seat 
By Caleb Soptelean 
Miner Staff Writer  

KINGMAN – A Lake Havasu City developer spoke of his plans to move the county seat on 
Tuesday, and a Kingman woman urged Kingman residents to wake up. 
 
Dr. Bill Ullery spoke to 25 people at the Kingman Republican Forum on Monday, and said he’d 
“rather find a peaceful solution” to areas of conflict between Lake Havasu City and Kingman, 
but is willing to be “destructive” and a “malcontent” in order to effect change. 
 
“I am dedicated to destroying any political structure that fosters corruption and collusion and 
doesn’t deal fairly with the taxpayers,” Ullery said.  
 
He plans to gather enough signatures (11,500) to force a countywide vote to relocate the 
county seat from Kingman to Bullhead City. Once the process starts, Ullery said he’ll have 120 
days to gather the necessary signatures.  
 
“As soon as we pick up 50 or 60 volunteer workers, the Bullhead team will be pulling papers 
and starting another petition drive to move the county seat,” he said.  
 
If the county seat is moved, Ullery said, “The only thing that has to be moved to the county 
seat is administration of the superior court.”  
 
Referring to a 1999 effort that he says came up 500 signatures short, Ullery said, “This time 
we’ll get it done.”  
 
“The culture and political bent of those folks (moving to Bullhead City and Mohave Valley) is 
going to be more like Havasu,” he said.  
 
After the meeting, Ullery noted Laughlin Ranch is projected to have 70,000 residents and the 
community of Sterling some 40,000 to 50,000. Laughlin Ranch will be located east of Bullhead 
City, while Sterling will be located just north of Interstate 40 at the turnoff to Lake Havasu City. 
After Ullery spoke, Republican Forum 2nd Vice President Lori Warring encouraged Kingman-
area residents to get involved. 
 
“We need to wake up or we’re going to be a suburb of Lake Havasu,” she said.  
 
Speaking of the history of Mohave County, Ullery said, “You’ve had control of everything for 
100 years, and it’s hard to give up, but it’s got to evolve (with the growth of the county).” 
 
After the meeting, District 3 Supervisor Buster Johnson said he’s neutral in the effort to move 
the county seat to Bullhead City. 
 
Johnson said he was against splitting the county in 1999.  
 
“I’ve just stayed out of it,” he said. “I have no dog in that fight.” 
 
Johnson said Ullery and his supporters are “dedicated. They’re well financed. They should 
have a good chance.”  
 
Ullery spoke for a half hour or so at the meeting, which was held at the Elks Lodge, about 
several issues of concern to him and other Lake Havasu City residents.  
 



Ullery said he hired an investigative reporter, formed a non-profit corporation and built a Web 
site with a focus on county government, lakehavasucounty.com. 
 
Although he noted, “it’s easier to move the county seat than to create a new county,” Ullery 
said the effort to create Lake Havasu County hasn’t died.  
 
Ullery said Lake Havasu City “provides 42 to 43 percent of the total revenues for Mohave 
Community College, but when the instructional budget is carved up, our campus gets the same 
as Kingman and Bullhead City. We’re treated as a branch campus of ‘Kingman Community 
College.’ 
 
“Mohave County is looked at as a very conservative Republican area. But this philosophy of 
taking tax dollars from the rich … and redistributing those dollars for the benefit of Kingman 
seems more like socialism,” he said.  
 
“All of this stuff really irritates us.” 
 
Speaking of his planned petition drive to move the county seat, Ullery said after the meeting, “I 
hope we don’t have to take this to the well. But how else do you deal with (District 1 Supervisor 
Pete) Byers? They treat our supervisor like dirt.” 
 
Ullery said Byers and District 2 Supervisor Tom Sockwell have combined to remove Johnson 
from organizations where he was the county’s representative. “This is stupid, vindictive, bottom 
feeding politics,” Ullery said. “And it reflects badly on Kingman.” 
 
“Byers has twice denied our elected representative … his turn as chairman of the board of 
supervisors.”  
 
Ullery said, “These actions against Havasu will not be tolerated. 
 
“There has been a long history of conflict between Havasu and an entrenched 100-year-old 
Mohave County political structure largely centered around and controlled by a small clique of 
Kingman-area residents with visions of Huey Long in their heads,” Ullery said. 
 
“There was an early attempt in Havasu to split off from Mohave County and the vote fell short. 
Since then, after the La Paz split from Yuma (County), the state Legislature re-wrote the 
legislation and made it virtually impossible to split a county.”  
 
Ullery said a lawsuit he filed against the county, Supervisors Byers and Sockwell and County 
Manager Ron Walker over issues related to the new county administration building has been 
moved to Maricopa County. 
 
Ullery said it is too late to stop the building, but is hopeful the lawsuit will result in Byers and 
Sockwell being removed from office. “It might be possible to force a change in the method of 
financing,” he said.  
 
“If the basic claims of violations of state law are upheld, the next step will be a complaint with 
the U.S. Securities & Exchange Commission.”  
 
Near the beginning of his speech, Ullery said, “Most of you here probably don’t know Bill Ullery 
except maybe as part of a curse muttered by certain politicians.”  
 
Ullery said he is an independent, but supports Republican candidates and causes. 
 
Ullery said he donated money to Johnson and the two Republicans who ran against Johnson 
in last year’s District 3 Republican primary, one of which later withdrew from the race.  



 
Johnson won the primary over Richard Zalewski by four percent of the vote, or 325 votes, and 
was re-elected without opposition in the general election.  

 


