Ullery takes case to Senate
By Mark Hall
A local businessman is trying to take his county succession initiative to the state
Senate.
Bill Ullery, owner of DBU Homes, authored a Senate bill and is seeking takers to
sponsor the bill, which would begin the process for the proposed Lake Havasu County to
split from Mohave County.
"We're going to send a team of four people to Phoenix for a week or two - whatever it
takes - and personally contact every senator or representative," Ullery said.
Ullery said he is waiting until the school year ends and will send a committee of four
to six people.
If the Senate approves the bill, the governor would then have to sign the bill into law.
After that, the city council would have to form a three-member commission, which would
be responsible for organizing a citywide vote.
If the citizens of Lake Havasu City voted in favor of becoming a new county, the
process would continue and the three-member board would begin governing the
transition.
As part of the language of the proposed legislation, Ullery has excluded voters
outside of Lake Havasu City.
"The way I've written this it would set up an opportunity for the people in Lake
Havasu to vote on it," Ullery said.
Ullery said it would never pass if the rest of Mohave County were allowed to
participate in the vote.
Under the split, Lake Havasu County would be free of accruing any of Mohave
County's debts, but would acquire nearly half of its assets.
"We have an opportunity for a little payback here," Ullery said. "What this is intended
to do is go correct 30 or 40 years of thievery."
If the measure fails in the Senate, Ullery said he is prepared to bolster a statewide
voter initiative, which he said could be expensive. He said he has unofficial pledges from
local business leaders.
"I'm prepared to finance a sizeable proportion of that," he added.
However, a voter initiative wouldn't be plausible until next year, Ullery said.
Other provisions of Ullery's proposed legislation include:
. The Lake Havasu City council would set the physical boundaries of the county.
. A three-member board with representatives from the Lake Havasu City, Mohave
County and La Paz County would settle all judiciary disputes.
. Lake Havasu County would receive an equitable portion of Mohave County's
Community College District.
More information is available on the Internet at http://www.lakehavasucounty.com.

