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  On May 19, 2004, we submitted an application to the AZ Secretary of State for a 

statewide voter initiative to create Lake Havasu County. The full text of a draft version can 

be viewed on the website at   www.lakehavasucounty.com/reports/prop_xxx.htm.   

The original goal was to consider placing the proposed initiative on the 2006 ballot. 

However, the MCC crisis has created a sense of urgency among community leaders backing 

the effort.   We are now attempting to have the initiative on the November 2004 ballot. The 

deadline for submitting the required 122,600 valid signatures on petitions is July 1.  

 We have bids from several companies to assist in the collection of petition signatures. 

One company claims to have gathered over 600,000 signatures in seven days for a recent 

successful California initiative. The cost for paid circulators is typically about $1 to $3 per 

signature depending on costs of related services. We have the pledges to fund this effort.  

 We have also retained a well-known lobbyist to assist in this project. We will release 

those details in a few days. This lobbyist will also assist with the proposed Senate/House bill 

(also on the website) as a “striker” during the current legislative term. Local attorney Harvey 

Jackson has provided guidance on some of the legal issues. 

  We’ve had no problem getting the money for this project, and we certainly have the 

support of the community. The problem in getting ready for the 2004 ballot is the workload 

this project places on me. I’ll give it my best effort. Still, the 2006 election is still an 

attractive alternative. But, our people are growing impatient. 

  Ours is a simple straight-forward message: “This initiative will give Lake Havasu City 

the right to form a new county independent from Mohave County.  Allegations of corruption, 

collusion, nepotism, fraud and a history of conflict over county services, new county 

buildings, and other issues not in the best interest of Lake Havasu City have created the need 

to separate.”  This will be the essence of our ads. 

  I need to emphasize that Mohave County government has a very poor reputation about 

the state and a history of bad press. On the contrary, years of image-building ads throughout 

the state by the Lake Havasu Tourism Bureau have made our city a major recreational 

destination for people in the state’s major population centers. Likewise the positive response 

from local and state officials on Havasu’s concerns about the college has given us a solid 

base for promoting our cause. 

  The Committee for Lake Havasu County is not a part of the non-profit corporations 

providing information to the public on issues on the county and MCC. The Committee does 

intend to use information freely available on the Internet including the above referenced 

website. 

The County Initiative:  

1. Includes the Mohave County Community College District in the process. It would be split 

thus forming a new Lake Havasu Community College District. The same process for 

conducting audits and splitting assets as specified for the county would apply.  

2. Requires the new Lake Havasu County to negotiate with Lake Havasu City on the 

elimination of county government staff, services, departments, and administrators where 

similar functions are performed by the city or where the city can do it cheaper. This can be 

done legally by IGAs (Inter Governmental Agreements). 

3. Requires the new county to explore with the city, the total elimination of county 

government as has been done in 38 other communities about the country. (See the links to 

such examples on our web site.) 

4. Requires the new county to consider reducing sales and property taxes as such cost 

reduction measures are enacted. 

5. Requires a commission to consider elected officials and staff salaries in view of the 

extensive IGA’s. In short, lower costs for county administration, staff, and particularly, 

elected officials. 

6. Gives the City Council considerable authority to guide the entire process of the 

creation of the new county. Included is the establishment of new county boundaries that fit 

the Council’s perception of what is beneficial and in the best interests of LHC in terms of 

geography, politics, and economic factors. A commission is to be established to be in charge 

of the process with all actions subject to review and approval by the City Council. In short, 

do what it takes to lower the overhead costs.  
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7. Requires payment of costs for the entire process to be borne by Mohave County and 

the new county based proportionally on assessed valuation of the two counties. 

8. Provides for a split of the assets of Mohave County and MCC based on a forty-year 

review of LHC’s contribution of taxes plus all other income received by the county from all 

sources due in part to the population of LHC and its participation in Mohave County. County 

officials refusing to cooperate with the required audits could be charged with a class 5 

felony. 

9. Requires a review of Mohave County’s outstanding liabilities, bonds, and debts in 

general to insure the new county is not saddled with Mohave County debts. For example, the 

LH County will not pay for any part of the new county buildings in Kingman’s downtown 

renovation as outlined in the infamous R/UDAT report.   

The original draft petition was a simple modification of the state’s own laws on the 

formation of a county in Title 11, Chapter 1, Article 3. You can access material directly 

through the website. Also check out the report “A Statewide Voter Initiative for Creating a 

New Lake Havasu County.” 


