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Note sections on economic development and Payson's current level of stress. Excerpts 
follow: 

  

Town officials have been making the rounds of local business and service clubs in the 
past week or two to talk about their efforts to lure new businesses to town, many of 
them drawn by the prospect of an ASU campus here. The talks have served to 
underscore the enormous impact such a campus could have on the local economy, 
which has struggled desperately to regain its footing after the collapse of the housing 
market.  

Evans noted that the town now has active contacts with 23 new businesses interested 
in starting operations in Payson — including a number of manufacturing firms and a 
convention hotel that would be among the biggest in the state. However, many of the 
biggest projects remain contingent on Payson striking a deal with ASU, or some other 
university. 

A delegation of investors backing an ASU campus reportedly spent much of this week in 
China, negotiating with one of the world’s largest manufacturers of solar cells, which is 
backed by the Chinese government. Officials from that company have already toured 
Payson — even looking at houses. However, the chip assembly plant would probably 
not come to town if the deal with ASU fell through. 

In addition, the town has also started conversations with a private firm that would build 
covered parking and an arena roof at the Payson Event Center, at no cost to the town, 
said Evans. 

Town officials have tried to give struggling business owners a reason to hang on by 
talking about the projects in the pipeline, but that means that a collapse of the talks with 
ASU could crush flickering hopes. 
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He noted that ASU could respond to Brewer’s challenge to offer a creative way to offer 
a degree at a much lower cost by moving forward with the Payson campus as a 
prototype of a new state college system. 

“If I was standing on a round log, I would be leaning in the direction of saying that (the 
universities’ budget crisis) would be good for Payson’s prospects,” said Evans. 

 


