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According to Arizona statutes and case law on open 

meetings, a “serial” violation of open meeting laws occurs when 

an appointed official meets with an elected official to discuss a 

specific topic and then meets separately with a second elected 

official on a 3-member board to discuss the same topic.  For 

example, if County Manager Ron Walker meets with District 1 

Supervisor Pete Byers to talk about forming a financial 

corporation and then meets with District 2 supervisor Tom 

Sockwell to talk about the same topic, that’s a “serial” meeting. 

In the case of the 3-member Mohave County Board of 

Supervisors (B.O.S.), two such one-on-one meetings constitute 

a quorum.  That means that each meeting must follow the AZ 

open meeting law:  There must be an agenda, the public must be 

notified of the meeting in advance so they can attend, and there 

must be minutes of the meeting made available to the public. 

The law dictates exactly how this must be done. Read it for 

yourself on the state’s website:                                                      

http://www.azleg.state.az.us/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/

38/00431.htm&Title=38&DocType=ARS 

Sound complicated? Not really. The law protects the public 

from politicians who try to make secret deals and who want to 

exclude the public from the decision making process.  

For example, the Lake Havasu City Council takes great 

care to assure that such “serial” violations of the AZ open 

meeting law do not occur. This simply proves that government 

functions just fine when the elected officials follow the law. 

Apparently that’s not the case with some of our county officials, 

however. The recent actions surrounding the financial scheme 

behind the new county administration building are a case in 

point. 

Three top Mohave County employees, Manager Ron 

Walker, Finance Director John Timko and Attorney Matt Smith, 

formed a corporation to sell bonds to finance the construction of 

the $20 million project for their new offices.  How did they 

accomplish this complex business deal and get the whole 

package approved in a 2-1 vote by the B.O.S?  Was it through a 

series of illegal, “serial” meetings prior to the official B.O.S. 

session?  District 3 County Supervisor Buster Johnson states he 

had no prior knowledge of the Walker-Timko-Smith 

corporation. Johnson voted against the proposal. But what about 

Supervisors Pete Byers and Tom Sockwell?  The two voted in 

http://www.lakehavasucounty.com/


favor of the entire plan, including the Walker-Timko-Smith 

scheme. 

Most citizens will agree it’s unlikely that a complex 

financial plan such as the Walker-Timko-Smith corporation that 

requires filing with the AZ Corporate Commission and public 

notice (even in the little read Kingman Standard) as well as the 

sale of bonds under federal S.E.C., laws and regulations could 

get by the taxpayers without the assistance, direction, or pre-

session approval of at least two of the elected county 

supervisors. Did they do this in a series of clandestine meetings 

that violate the open meeting laws? Was this an act of 

collusion? If so, it’s corruption plain and simple. 

The taxpayers of Mohave County have a right to know the 

truth. Taxpayers have a right to expect that elected officials 

follow the law.  As taxpayers and concerned citizens, you have 

the right to call for an independent counsel and an investigation 

of open meeting law violations.  Or better yet, contact the AZ 

Attorney General and ask for a grand jury proceeding to sort out 

the wrongdoers from the honest government officials. Without 

testimony taken under oath, we’ll never ever get to the truth. 

At the county level, we clearly have a culture of secretive 

government with far too many politicians ready and willing to 

violate their oath of office and the laws of Arizona. Unless the 

Attorney General steps in and cleans up this mess, it will never 

get fixed. 

Check our website  www.lakehavasucounty.com 


