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What Part of “NO” Didn’t You 

Understand? 
By Ore Vacketta and Bill Ullery 

 

    In the past 6 months, I have been amazed at the number of times 

that Ron Walker and John Timko have said “NO” to our requests for 

public information.  The list includes property tax revenue from Lake 

Havasu City, our contribution to the ¼ cent sales tax, investments 

that the county has made in Lake Havasu to improve essential 

governmental services and how much money is expended to provide 

for existing services. We’ve asked for the sources and uses of other 

revenues that come from the State and Federal government because 

of our population and where that money is being spent. Time and 

again we are told that we can’t have the data because the County 

doesn’t keep track of it by that way. 

    When the Treasurer sends out a property tax bill, there is a lot and 

tract number, and in most cases an address and a zip code. The 

Assessor has all of this data and that’s where the amount you owe 

comes from. The revenue from other sources can easily be calculated 

using our population. And, when the County pays out money, it 

references a description of work and the location of the work.   So, 

they have the data, why won’t they share it with us?  Let’s go back to 

one of John Timko’s favorite statements: “The Freedom of 

Information Act only requires that we provide data that is already in 

a report format.  We are not required to produce a customized 

report.”  

    When asked about investments made in Lake Havasu on “Speak 

Out”, Ron Walker replied that we don’t keep track of it that 

way…the money goes where it is needed. 

    So, the County government has the data, but they choose not to 

share it with us because they don’t “track it that way.” Why?  Here 

we are, the largest city in the county, and we can’t find out what we 

pay or what we get in return.  Why?  Shouldn’t the County be happy 

that it has such an affluent and generous city within its boundaries? 

Shouldn’t the County be bending over backward to tell us where our 

tax dollars are going so that, even though we might not feel enough 

comes back to Havasu, we could appreciate the good that is being 

done for our less affluent sister cities?  Why aren’t they? 

    The reason is very serious.  These folks in Kingman want us to 

think that we do not contribute to their “pet projects”.  They don’t 

want us to realize how many of our tax dollars are being spent to 

revitalize downtown Kingman.  They don’t want us to realize how 

little they invest in Lake Havasu City.  Instead of providing us with 

information so that a healthy debate can be held on where the money 

is spent, they just spend it where they want and that’s that. 

    The following statement from the Coconino County budget sums 

up the way a County should treat its citizens and taxpayers: 

 

We are committed to making every effort toward making our budget 

process public. All citizens are welcomed and encouraged to 

participate in budget discussions with the Board of Supervisors, the 
County Manager, and all County elected and appointed officials…. 

Sincerely, 

Coconino County Board of Supervisors 

Deborah Hill, Chairman” 

 

    The County is now in the budget-planning phase for the 2005 

budget.  Several meetings have already been held, and the final 

budget will be approved in July or August.  Nothing has changed.  

This budget will be signed, sealed and delivered before any public 

input is allowed.  Again, we taxpayers of Lake Havasu have not 

taken action against the Walker-Timko-Byers-Sockwell consortium 

and because of it, the consortium has absolutely no incentive to clean 

up their act. 

 

Join our team of volunteers doing audits and investigations. Call us at 

453-2414 or log on to:  www.lakehavasucounty.com   

http://www.lakehavasucounty.com/

